
GRADE 6 
English Language Arts 

Monday, May 11 and Tuesday, May 12 
LESSON 17 

THIS ASSIGNMENT WILL BE GRADED/YOU SHOULD ACCESS AND SUBMIT YOUR WORK IN SCHOOLOGY. 
  

1. OPEN THE FOLDER IN SCHOOLOGY NAMED May 11 AND 12. THERE IS A COPY OF THIS DOCUMENT IN 
THE FOLDER. YOU CAN CLICK ON IT TO LOOK AT THE ASSIGNMENT SHEET ANYTIME. 

  
2. YOU WILL CLICK ON THE PUZZLE PIECE NAMED “May 11 and 12 QUESTIONS TURN IN HERE” TO DO 

YOUR WORK AND SEND IT TO YOUR TEACHER. JUST TYPE YOUR ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS IN THE 
BOXES AND 
OR 
YOU MAY ALSO CHOOSE TO ANSWER THE QUESTIONS IN YOUR READER’S AND WRITER’S NOTEBOOK 
AND SEND YOUR TEACHER A MESSAGE THROUGH SCHOOLOGY WITH A PICTURE OF YOUR WORK 
ATTACHED. 

  

Today you will be reading the informational text, “Ferrets Make a Comeback” As readers, we should utilize the following 
chart to assist us in comprehending and understanding the selection. The After column is what is submitted for grading. 
  

Before Reading 
OBSERVE 

In your brain OR jotted down notes in your 
Reader’s and Writer’s Notebook. 

  

During Reading 
THINK 

In your brain OR jotted down notes in your 
Reader’s and Writer’s Notebook. These 

questions are not submitted for grading. They 
are to help you deepen your understanding as 

you read. 

 

After Reading 
RESPOND 

Your responses to these questions are 
submitted for grading. 

  
Grade 1 

   

First, I want you to look at the title of 
the article. If they’re making a 
comeback, that means they must’ve 
disappeared at some point.  What do 
you think happened that caused them 
to disappear? 
  
Next,  Look at all of the subheadings 
within the article. Why do authors 
include subheadings in informational 
texts? 
  
Finally, Look at the subheadings 
again. Based on the subheadings, 
what do you think happens to the 
ferrets in the article? 
 

Good readers ask themselves 
questions while they are reading to 
ensure that they are understanding the 
selection. Ask yourself these questions 
while you are reading this selection: 
  
1 What caused the ferrets to die out? 
  
2 What did scientists do to save them? 
 
3.  Why do you think that ranchers 
would not want prairie dogs or black-
footed ferrets living on their land? 

Answer the following questions to be 
submitted for grading: 
1 Connect: Can you think of another 
example of one animal dying out 
because its food supply or shelter was 
destroyed? 
2 Text Features: Why does the 
author include the picture of the 
black-footed ferret in the article? 
3 Drawing Conclusions: According 
to the section “Disappearing Food,” 
why did ranchers kill prairie dogs? 
4 Writers Response: Do you agree 
with the ranchers or the scientists in 
this article?  Should the prairie dogs 
and ferrets be killed, or should they be 
allowed to live on their land? 

** Read for 15 minutes and log your thinking in your Reader’s and Writer’s Notebook. This is not submitted for grading** 
 
 

 



SECTION 1: READING INFORMATIONAL TEXT

DIRECTIONS
Read the article below, and then answer the questions on page 2.
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Ferrets Make a Comeback
by Christen Brownlee
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To the Rescue
To save the ferrets, scientists took them to 

a conservation center, where they helped the 
animals breed. As the number of ferrets rose, 
scientists began releasing young ferrets, called 
kits, back into the wild. But the animals weren’t 
used to living on their own.

 “We just couldn’t keep them alive,” Biggins 
recalls. Almost half died after just two weeks.

Before releasing the next group of ferrets, 
scientists taught the animals how to hunt and 
live in burrows. That gave the ferrets the skills 
they needed to survive on the prairie.

Tough Road Ahead
Today, only about 500 black-footed ferrets live 

in the wild. Biologist Randy Matchett says the 
endangered animals need more help.

Sylvatic plague is still a threat. Matchett and 
other wildlife scientists give ferrets medicine 
to protect them from the disease. Another 
challenge is getting ranchers to stop treating 
prairie dogs as pests. The U.S. government urges 
ranchers to let prairie dogs live on their land, 
which allows ferrets to survive there too.

“I believe that if we keep working, we’ll be 
able to help black-footed ferrets recover,” says 
Matchett.  

A few years ago, on a cool night in Wyoming, 
biologist Dean Biggins sat in his truck and 
shined a spotlight at the prairie grass that 
surrounded him. Suddenly, he saw a pair of eyes, 
and his heart began to race. He had just spotted 
a rare black-footed ferret.

Black-footed ferrets once roamed the prairie 
that stretches across the Great Plains, from 
southern Canada to the southern tip of Texas. 
But by the late 1970s, scientists thought the 
animals had all died out. They were wrong. Now 
scientists like Biggins are helping the ferrets 
make a comeback.

Disappearing Food
Black-footed ferrets mainly prey on prairie 

dogs, a type of squirrel that lives underground. 
After eating a prairie dog, a ferret moves into the 
prairie dog’s burrow. Biggins says that relying on 
prairie dogs for both food and shelter makes the 
ferrets extremely vulnerable.

In the early 1900s, ranchers began settling  
the prairie. As they settled the land, they killed 
millions of prairie dogs. The ranchers wanted 
to stop the prairie dogs from eating the grass 
that their cattle needed for food. Without prairie 
dogs, the ferrets suffered.

Back From the Dead
By 1979, scientists couldn’t find any ferrets 

and declared them extinct. But two years later, 
an amazing thing happened. A dog left a dead 
black-footed ferret on its owner’s porch near the 
town of Meeteetse, Wyoming.

Rushing to the search area, scientists found 
a small group of ferrets that had survived! But a 
disease called sylvatic plague (sil-VAT-ik playg) 
was killing them and the prairie dogs they relied 
on for food and shelter. Time was running out. 
By the late 1980s, just 18 ferrets remained.

A black-footed ferret
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